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The EACLALS Board

CHAIR
Helga Ramsey-Kurz

teaches English litera-
ture at the Department 
of  English at the Uni-
versity of  Innsbruck. 
She has published widely 
on postcolonial writing, 
is author of  the book 
The Non-Literate Other: 

Readings of  Illiteracy in 

20th-Century Novels in En-

glish, and has co-edited 
i.a. Projections of  Paradise: 

Ideal Elsewheres in Postcolo-

nial Migrant Literature and 
On the Move: The Journey 

of  Refugees in New Litera-

tures in English.

SECRETARY
Petra Tournay-Theodotou

is Associate Professor 
of  English at Europe-
an University Cyprus, 
where she teaches Post-
colonial, British, and 
African-American lit-
erature. Her research 
focus is on Black Brit-
ish, British Asian and 
migrant literature. She 
has published articles, 
interviews and reviews 
in English Studies, Wasa-

firi, Kunapipi, Miscelánea 
and Transition. She is 
also Assistant Editor of  
Cadences, A Journal of  
Literature and the Arts 
in Cyprus.

TREASURER
Veronika Schuchter

is a PhD student at the 
University of  Innsbruck 
and her thesis investi-
gates moments of  stasis 
and movement in travel 
literature by contempo-
rary women writers. Ve-
ronika is particularly in-
terested in feminist and 
postcolonial theory as 
well as literary modern-
ism and contemporary 
women’s writing. She is 
also part of  the steer-
ing group of  the Post-
graduate Contemporary 
Women’s Writing Net-
work (PG CWWN) and 
coordinates a doctoral 
college in neuroscience 
at Innsbruck Medical 
University.

STUDENT 
REPRESENTATIVE

Laura Zander

FORMER CHAIR
Geoffrey V. Davis

MA (Oxon.), Dr.phil 
(Aachen), Dr.habil. (Es-
sen). Taught at universi-
ties in Austria, France, 
Germany and Italy and 
has held research fel-
lowships at Cambridge 
University, Curtin Uni-
versity (Perth, Aus.) and 
the University of  Texas. 
Co-editor of  Cross/Cul-

tures: Readings in the Post/

Colonial Literatures and 

Cultures in English and 
of  the African studies 
series Matatu. Chair of  
ACLALS from 2007-
2010.

Opening Lines by the New EACLALS Chair
an idea of  the amount of  work they did for us over the 
past three years. The new board wants to continue their 
efforts in the awareness of  the challenges EACLALS is 
facing at present. 
These are related to the new situation in which our 
umbrella organisation, ACLALS, found itself  after 
the Commonwealth Foundation decided to change 
its funding policy, concentrate its support on non-
academic civil society organisations, and intensify its 
own cultural initiatives, especially in the domain of  
literature. Studying the Foundation’s website at www.
commonwealthwriters.org, I cannot help wondering 
what Anna Rutherford would have said to the 
impressive range of  activities showcased there. She 
would probably have been pleased by the attention 
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When I accepted the function of  chair of  EACLALS 
last April, I did so out of  a deep sense of  gratitude to 
an association that had offered me a professional home 
at a time of  difficulty and grave doubt in academia. 
Especially after our triennial conference in Innsbruck, 
I am confident that the spirit of  inclusiveness, from 
which I have benefitted so much, is still one of  our 
organisation’s greatest assets. This is thanks to the 
generous support individual members have been 
giving EACLALS in so many different ways and above 
all to the time and energy invested in our organisation 
by our former board, with Geoff  Davis as chair, Stella 
Borg Barthet as secretary, Ulla Ratheiser as treasurer 
and Veronika Schuchter as student representative. 
Nine months into the new term, I am beginning to get 

is a lecturer at the En-
glish Department and 
research associate at the 
faculty of  law at Ludwig 
Maximilians University 
in Munich. She is cur-
rently working on her 
Ph.D-thesis with the 
working title “Shifting 
the Focus – Beyond the 
Postcolonial. A Compar-
ative Approach to Post-
colonial Theory and Lit-
erary Practice in India, 
the Caribbean and South 
Africa.” Her research 
interests include postco-
lonial theory, apartheid 
and postapartheid South 
African literature and 
Caribbean literatures.



given to writings and writers from the Commonwealth 
– attention she felt was scant when she founded 
EACLALS in 1971. And I assume she would also have 
been pleased to find the promotion of  Commonwealth 
literatures understood as the kind of  collaborative 
endeavour as which she had envisaged it herself. After 
all, she created EACLALS to provide a network for 
scholars working in relative isolation in a field still 
perceived as peripheral to the discipline of  English 
studies. Anna intuited that the marginality they were 
experiencing was similar to that of  authors from the 
Commonwealth and recognised fertile ground for 
productive and lasting co-operations between critics and 
writers. Right from the outset, then, projects developed 
in the fold of  EACLALS have fulfilled the requirements 
of  effectiveness and sustainability given such emphasis 
in the Commonwealth Foundation’s Strategic Plan of  

2012 to 2016. Even so, our organisation does not seem 
to qualify for involvement in the Foundation’s cultural 
initiatives and, rather disappointingly, finds no mention 
in the long and illustrious list of  partners posted on 
the “commonwealth writers” website. ACLALS and 
its nine branches will have to decide how they want to 
interpret and respond to this exclusion. 
For EACLALS, most of  whose members are based in 
countries that do not belong to the Commonwealth, 
this poses a particular dilemma. As we are exploring 
possibilities of  repositioning ourselves as a European 
organisation, we will be careful to take into special 
account the needs of  our younger colleagues without 
losing sight of  Anna Rutherford’s idea of  EACLALS 
as a forum for exchange not only among critics but also 
between critics and writers. To do so, we will need a better 
understanding of  how the nature of  such exchange has 
been transformed by the global book market and its 
ever more aggressive methods of  promoting literary 
works and their authors. As a writer at our “Uncommon 
Wealths” Triennial Conference noted, even in our field, 
once sharply critical of  any form of  mainstreaming, 
a tendency can now be observed to conform to the 
trends set by the international publishing industry and 
give priority to the study of  already well-established 
writers over that of  less recognised authors. This is a 
far cry from the kind of  scholarship Anna Rutherford 
had in mind when she defined the task of  EACLALS 
as that of  creating an appreciation of  literature from 
the Commonwealth both known and unknown.
It seems a timely move, therefore, that EACLALS 
should take its triennial back to Oviedo where it held 
its Jubilee Conference in 1996 and, on the occasion, 
presented the Festschrift it had prepared for Anna 

Rutherford and so aptly titled A Talent(ed) Digger. Also in 
anticipation of  the 50th anniversary of  the foundation 
of  EACLALS in 2021, I would like to propose that we 
use this return as an opportunity to continue recording 
the history of  our association along the lines set 
down in Anna’s Festschrift. While this, naturally, is an 
invitation first of  all to our more senior members, it 
was also for the sake of  younger researchers that our 
choice fell on Oviedo. Isabel Carrera Suárez, Liamar 
Durán Almarza and Alicia Menéndez Tarrazo have 
the support of  a strong and enthusiastic team of  
PhD students keen to continue the activities initiated 
by Veronika Schuchter in Innsbruck. To reinforce 
the momentum postgraduate researchers gave to our 
conference last year, we will again offer a number of  
EACLALS Triennial Travel Grants to PhD candidates. 
Information about the grant will be made available on 
our website in due course and can also be obtained 
from our new student representative, Laura Zander. 
Another matter on which you may wish to contact 
Laura is the symposium she will be hosting for the 
Postcolonial Narratives Research Group in Munich in 
spring 2016. 
Let me finally thank all colleagues who signalled 
their willingness to support the mentoring network I 
proposed in an email last autumn. We have collected 
their details and hope to take the initiative further soon, 
but would be grateful for more colleagues to indicate 
their interest in acting as mentors. It may appear that I 
am pursuing the idea in stubborn denial of  the fierce 
time and budgetary constraints we all have to contend 
with. Let me assure you that I am perfectly aware of  
them, but also convinced that the costs of  the kind of  
initiatives I am suggesting do not have to be enormous 
and will always be outweighed by the gains they will 
bring to all involved.
On this optimistic note, I would like to wish you all 
a productive and happy New Year and invite you to 
stay in touch with us by partaking in our mentoring 
network, continuing to send information for our 
secretary Petra Tournay-Theodotou to circulate via our 
bulletin, visiting the website, following us on Twitter, 
or simply dropping us a line.

With best wishes on behalf  of  the EACLALS board,

Helga Ramsey-Kurz
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Report of  the Outgoing Chair
Geoffrey V. Davis

My period of  office as chair began in 2011 and ended 
with the Triennial conference in Innsbruck in 2014. 
In the reporting period the board held three annual 
executive board meetings attended by Ulla Ratheiser 
(treasurer), Stella Borg Barthet (secretary), and Helga 
Ramsey-Kurz (the triennial conference convenor); on 
two occasions Janet Wilson (ex-officio as previous 
chair of  EACLALS) was able to join us. Two of  our 
meetings took place in Innsbruck: in Sept. 2011and 
in Sept. 2013. The first of  these was funded by the 
University of  Innsbruck. The other meeting took place 
in Malta (June 7th-10th 2012), where the secretary was 
based. 
As chair I attended the ACLALS triennial in St Lucia 
and took part in the discussions on the future of  the 
organisation with the chairs of  the other branches. I 
also continued two activities on behalf  of  ACLALS 
which I had begun when I was international chair. Thus 
I attended some of  the Civil Society Organisations 
Consultations which the Commonwealth Secretariat 
periodically organized at their Marlborough House 
headquarters in London.  I also attended three meetings 
of  the Commonwealth Education Consortium of  
which ACLALS is a member. This also afforded 
me the opportunity to go to the Commonwealth 
Education Ministers Meeting in Mauritius as an 
observer along with the chair of  ACLALS Michael 
Bucknor. Together with representatives of  some other 
civil society organisations I was invited to attend three 
Commonwealth Day Receptions at Marlborough 
House. Finally I went to the Commonwealth People’s 
Forum in Sri Lanka in 2013.
During my period of  office EACLALS was once 
again associated with the so-called Chotro conferences 
in India organized by the Bhasha NGO in Baroda 
founded by a long-time ACLALS member Ganesh 
Devy. The first of  these was held in Delhi and Simla 
in 2011, the second in January 2012 in Baroda. Our 
input was restricted to organisational preparation 
and subsequent editorial work on the proceedings. 
A number of  EACLALS members attended both 
of  these and we were once again able to welcome a 
significant number of  participants from Africa. There 
will be a fifth Chotro in India in 2016, for which details 
will soon be available.

Five volumes of  proceedings have so far emerged 
from these conferences and EACLALS members 
are represented in all of  them. For those interested 
the bibliographical details are as follows: G.N. Devy, 
Geoffrey V. Davis and K.K. Chakravarty (eds.), 
Performing Identities: The Celebration of  Indigeneity in 

the Arts (New Delhi & London: Routledge, 2015); 
Narrating Nomadism: Tales of  Recovery and Resistance (New 
Delhi & London: Routledge, 2013); Knowing Differently: 
The Challenge of  the Indigenous (New Delhi & London: 
Routledge, 2013); Voice and Memory: Indigenous Imagination 

and Expression (New Delhi: Orient BlackSwan, 2011); 
and Indigeneity: Culture and Representation, (New Delhi: 
Orient BlackSwan, 2009). 
My involvement in the Zimbabwe project is the subject 
of  a separate report.
As members will no doubt be aware, the Commonwealth 
through its agency the Commonwealth Foundation has 
now ceased to fund those civil society organisations 
which are officially accredited to it. After funding 
us handsomely for very many years and making a 
transitional grant available when they ceased to do so, 
the Foundation now operates a new system which has 
opened up the grant system to a very much larger field 
of  applicants and which on the last occasion grants 
were advertised elicited some six hundred applications 
for only about twenty grants. Efforts by the chair of  
ACLALS in South Africa and by the chair of  the South 
Pacific branch to obtain such a grant have proved 
fruitless. Under the present dispensation it does not 
look as though future applications would be successful.
The change in funding arrangements, which is only one 
facet of  a rethink on the part of  the Commonwealth 
with regard to all its activities and to its public 
image, means that we shall in future have to look to 
other means of  raising funds either from within the 
membership itself  or from outside. It places the board 
of  ACLALS and the boards of  the individual branches 
including our own before some difficult decisions.
In spite of  its rather doom-laden conclusion, my period 
of  office was a source of  great personal pleasure and I 
should like to thank the members for helping to make 
it so. I wish the new board every success in working to 
preserve the work of  the association and in preparing 
for the next triennial in Oviedo in 2017.
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Message by the Student Representative
Laura Zander

Welcome back in 2015 – I hope you spent happy holidays and had a good start into the New Year. For 2015 we 
have great plans to improve our post-graduate work for EACLALS to become an even better platform for junior 
scholars to network, collaborate and benefit for their research. Our new website will feature short profiles of  our 
members to provide you with a directory of  EACLALS, where you can find out about the members’ current key 
areas of  research. We also want to set up a mentoring programme that can help junior scholars to profit from 
the experience and expertise of  more established academics. We are further looking into the idea of  holding a 
separate postgraduate conference to bridge the time until we will all meet again for the 16th Triennial conference 
in 2017 in Oviedo.  If  you have any ideas or suggestions about these or any other projects that might be useful 
to EACLALS postgrads please contact me at postgraduates@eaclals.eu.
I am looking forward to hearing from you and serving as your postgrad representative of  EACLALS. 

Mentoring Network

EACLALS wants to encourage exchange and collaborations between its members beyond the context of  
conferences and assist PhD candidates and postdoc scholars in establishing contacts with specialists in their 
field of  research.

We have therefore been collecting the information supplied by individual members about their research interests 
with the aim to build a mentoring network that

• provides a framework for establishing first contacts,
• channels details about ongoing research activities to mentors and mentees and
• assists colleagues willing to act as mentors in inviting mentees to their institution.

EACLALS offers to contribute up to 500 Euros to each of  the first three trips arranged for a mentee within 
the mentoring network as well as fee waivers for the next EACLALS triennial to those three members most 
active as mentors within the network.

We warmly invite colleagues wishing to participate in the mentoring network to contact 
us at chair@eaclals.eu.

If  you are a young researcher, please give the title of  
your research project, your affiliation and the name of  
your supervisor.

If  you are a supervisor of  one or more research 
projects, please list your field of  specialisation.
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Uncommon Wealths: The Gilded Empire
Conference Report | 15th EACLALS Triennial 

Justine Seran

In April, the EACLALS 2014 conference took place in 
Innsbruck, Austria. It was my first major international 
conference as a PhD Researcher, and therefore one of  
my first opportunities to meet the academic community 
in the field. I would like to start this reflection by 
saluting the work of  the main organisers Helga Ramsey-
Kurz and Veronika Schuchter, as well as the members 
of  the organising team Libe Garcia Zarranz, Elahe 
Haschemi Yekani, and Ulla Ratheiser, and thanking the 
Association committee chaired at the time by Geoffrey 
Davis for awarding me a Postgraduate Travel Grant 
to attend the conference. Submitting an abstract was 
rather intimidating, especially considering the star-
studded line-up of  keynotes and invited writers such 
as Terry Eagleton, Tsitsi Dangarembga, Kim Scott, 
Stephen Slemon, Hiromi Goto, Helen Tiffin, Neil 
Lazarus, Shirley Chew, John McLeod, Kei Miller, and 
many more. The presenters were no less impressive 
(sharing the panel on Indigenous Epistemologies with 
Sneja Gunew and Chris Prentice, chaired by Margery 
Fee, was a personal highlight!) and the balance of  
writers, well-established academic experts, early and 
mid-career scholars, and postgraduates from all over 
the world fostered lively exchanges of  ideas and 
hopefully networking and future collaborations.
For the occasion of  the 15th EACLALS conference in 
the context of  the global financial crisis, the conference 
theme of  Uncommon Wealths and its call for papers 
stated a timely aim to critically reassess “such concepts 
as ‘general interest’ and ‘public welfare’ and a careful 
appraisal of  resources that still give currency to the 
idea of  a commonly shared wealth.”¹  Most papers 
addressed this call through the study of  literature from/
about countries spanning two thirds of  the planet, a 
loosely defined Commonwealth which has somehow 
become synonymous with the postcolonial world, and 
includes such diverse nations as Brazil, Japan, Morocco, 
and Ukraine. The traditional pink map of  the British 
Empire has thus ceded its place to the new maps of  
the new 21st-century Commonwealth of  Nations 
based on capitalist agreements and the monetary 
exchange of  goods as well as political alliances and 

cultural exchange. These pink and gold-coloured maps
may have some areas of  overlap, but in many ways the 
21st-century Commonwealth differs from the Empire 
of  yesteryears.
The Commonwealth still remains a highly controversial 
term associated with latent British neo-imperialism. 
For the younger generations, it may appear as a 
manifestation of  colonial hangover and an inability 
to “let go,” yet countries which were colonised by 
other European powers such as France or Spain are 
still joining the association, and more than half  of  the 
member states are small island nations, which do not 
have a voice in any other supra-national organisation. 
Isn’t it arguably more desirable for them to be part 
of  the Commonwealth, an association that attempts 
to provide support in all aspects of  society, from 
elections to education and from global health to local 
land disputes, than to join exploitative and purely 
commercial trade agreements such as the much-
decried Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP)?² 
Recent events both within and outside of  the 
neoliberal academy, notably the Occupy movements 
and the referendum on Scottish Independence, have 
triggered a resurgence of  the idea of  the common 
weal, an archaic form of  commonwealth more closely 
associated with the idea of  the common good or 
general welfare of  the nation. It seems difficult today 
to think of  a time when wealth was synonymous with 
happiness, for it is now so closely linked with income 
inequality and the concentration of  financial riches 
in the hands of  the most privileged 1% of  the world 
population. In the UK, the Commonweal was a 19th-
century left-wing newspaper, until the non-partisan 
Jimmy Reid Foundation launched the Common Weal 
Project dedicated to creating “a fairer, more prosperous 
Scotland” no matter the issue of  the referendum.³  
Reclaiming the idea of  a common weal, or a common 
good, has become associated with valuing social justice 
and calling for a fair redistribution of  wealth.
The Uncommon Wealths conference took a similar 
stance by focusing on the various natures and functions 
of  wealth as opposed to deprivation and dispossession, 
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for the latter can run the risk of  defining the other 
as what they are not: not-affluent, not-powerful, 
and therefore not-free. In his introductory keynote 
speech, Stephen Slemon argued for the need to gear 
the discipline of  Commonwealth Studies towards 
genuine social change. As a literature scholar who 
often laments the difficulty of  translating my research 
into social action, I was moved to look for ways to use 
my work to participate in the common good. Social 
action of  course goes well beyond the Impact section 
of  the British Research Excellence Framework (REF), 
whose draconian box-ticking ensures that most social 
applications of  research remain uncounted.�
Speakers and writers at the Uncommon Wealths 
conference alluded to similarly damaging constraints 
imposed by Western structures. During her Q&A 
session following the screening of  a short film she 
wrote and directed, Tsitsi Dangarembga raised the 
issue of  organisations such as UNESCO projecting a 
certain image of  Africa overseas by directing messages 
in order to attract donations. Indeed UNESCO 
funds part of  the African filmmaking industry on 
the understanding that the films can be used to raise 
funds, and therefore present an image of  Africa that 
encourages Western spectators to donate to UNESCO. 
The asymmetrical relationship between Western 
powers and formerly colonised nations is nowhere 
more visible than in the case of  settler colonies, as 
the fascinating panel on Indigenous Wealths reminded 
us. The wealth of  the British Empire was built on 
colonial exploitation, with the colonists’ relationship 
to the land amounting to viewing it as a place to loot 
for personal gain, as opposed to a common wealth for 
all the people. The speakers’ position resonated vividly 
with my own research on Indigenous literatures from 
Australia and Aotearoa/New Zealand, where finance 
and industry are still opposing Indigenous rights to 
land and resources.
Panels on catastrophes (both natural and industrial) 
such as Cyclones and Representing Bhopal reminded 
us that discourses of  wealth are often accompanied by 
both the possibility of  destruction and the economy 
of  reconstruction, inherent to what Naomi Klein calls 
“disaster capitalism”5.  This paradox was also present in 
the panel on Trauma with the discussion of  how money 
can be both an instrument for good and a corrupting 
factor. In his keynote speech, Terry Eagleton explored 
the seemingly contradictory Marxist obsession with 
power and wealth, which can be interpreted as a 
concern with power and commodification. This 
concern was shared by the presenters on the panel 
Time and Wealth, who showed how time itself  is now

seen as a resource that can be qualified and quantified, 
and how temporal unevenness is also a consequence of  
capitalism. John McLeod’s keynote speech focusing on 
transcultural adoption and the economy intrinsic to the 
practice (since adoptive parents are usually of  a more 
privileged social class than the parents who surrender 
their children) raised the issue of  the risk inherent in 
turning children and families into a form of  capital. 
The panels broached a wide range of  subjects such 
as exoticism and appropriation, as well as their 
consequences in terms of  reinforcing dispossession 
and devaluing local cultures. The concept of  wealth 
was often associated with the land, and papers on 
diasporas and travel narratives were crucial to reflect 
on the movement of  people and goods across borders, 
another topical issue from a UK perspective at a time 
when populist calls to withdraw from the European 
Union and to amend immigration policies towards 
greater isolationism are getting louder and reaching 
a broader audience. Now it has perhaps ironically 
befallen voices from the wealthy private sector, such 
as industrialist James Dyson, to address politicians 
and ask them to reconsider immigration reforms in 
economic terms.6  His main argument is that, instead 
of  being sent home upon graduation as the Home 
Secretary proposes, bright students from emerging 
countries should be encouraged to remain and settle in 
declining Western economies in order to benefit both 
the industry and the culture of  their adoptive country.
In terms of  the positive aspects of  wealth, the 
Australian writers invited to give readings at the 
conference discussed language revitalisation as a 
form of  enrichment, an issue particularly pregnant 
in settler colonies where Indigenous languages have 
been suppressed for centuries. If  language is the prime 
carrier of  culture, it stands to reason that reclaiming 
one’s ancestral tongue would often represent the first 
step to cultural renaissance.7  Neil Lazarus’ keynote 
speech also focused on the production of  intangible 
wealth through often unrecognised forms of  labour 
(mainly intellectual and domestic). He rightly argued 
for a comparativist approach to Commonwealth 
literatures as an alternative to grinding texts from 
diverse cultures at the same postcolonial criticism mill.
To conclude, I personally found Paola Della Valle’s 
talk on degrowth particularly relevant to a capitalist 
civilisation where believers in trickle-down economics 
still deem economic growth desirable and indeed 
necessary to a country’s happiness. Della Valle 
illustrated the disconnect between the two through 
the conflict between opposite visions of  development 
by Indigenous communities demanding the right to 
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selective progress, and settler states imposing Western 
conceptions of  modernity. As movement founder Serge 
Latouche put it, political attempts to achieve economic 
growth at all costs are unsustainable and result in an 
excessive societal focus on “well-having” (bien-avoir) 
rather than “well-being” (bien-être), on financial wealth 
to the exclusion of  all other kinds, including individual 
and general welfare.8  It is to be hoped that such timely 
interventions as the Uncommon Wealths conference 
will participate in steering policy away from short-
sighted vote-grabbing and towards long-term visions 
of  the notion of  wealth in all its complexity.

¹http://www.eaclals.eu/documents/EACLALS_
triennial_14.pdf

 ²https://act.eff.org/action/speak-out-against-the-
trans-pacific-partnership-agreement and http://
www.avaaz.org/en/stop_the_corporate_death_
star/

  ³http://reidfoundation.org/2014/09/
the-common-weal/

  �The REF’s Impact section demands that impact cases 
be measurable, which thereby excludes all situations 
where it is not practicable to get participants (“impacted” 
persons) to fill up evaluation questionnaires at the end 
of  the activity.

 5See The Shock Doctrine: The Rise of  Disaster 
Capitalism, 2007.

  6http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/
jan/04/theresa-may-foreign-postgraduates-students-
qualification-vote-dyson?CMP=twt_gu

  7For example the Maori Renaissance since the 1970s 
and the establishment of  language nests, or Kohanga 
Reo, to immerse Maori children who speak English at 
home in the Maori language.

  8Latouche, Serge. « Peut-on mettre un vin nouveau 
dans de vieilles outres? Décroissance, ‘disvaleur’ et 
mesure du bien- être. ». L’Homme et la société 2:156-
157 (2005) : 99-114.
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Upcoming Triennial EACLALS Conference
Petra Tournay-Theodotou

From 19-22 November 2014 the current board of  EACLALS and the outgoing chair visited Oviedo, Spain to 
meet with the organizing committee of  the next triennial EACLALS conference to be held at the University of  
Oviedo from 3-7 April 2017. 
The board members were met by an enthusiastic group of  scholars, led by Alicia Menéndez Tarrazo, Liamar 
Durán Almarza (Lecturers in English) and Isabel Carrera Suárez (Professor of  Postcolonial Literature) at the 
University of  Oviedo, all active members of  EACLALS.
Following long and thorough discussions, the organizing committee and the EACLALS delegates decided on 
the conference theme: Postcolonial Inventories: Embodiments and Performance. 
The full Call for Papers is expected to be published in April 2016. Please find a preliminary cfp at the end of  
this report. 
Long-time members of  EACLALS may remember that the first Oviedo conference was held back in 1996 to 
celebrate twenty-five years of  EACLALS when Anna Rutherford, the founder of  EACLALS, was awarded the 
Festschrift with a vast number of  contributions from all over the world. The conference was also memorable 
for some remarkable talks given by Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak and Albert Wendt who gave an (illustrated!) pre-
sentation on “Tattooing the Postcolonial Body”. The conference further subscribed wholly to the EACLALS 
principle of  having writers with us such as Elizabeth Jolley, Shashi Deshpande, Arita van Herk, Robert Kro-
etsch, Miriam Tlali, Velma Pollard, Jennifer Strauss, Beverley Farmer, Rudi Wiebe, Hiromi Goto, John Kinsella. 
Invited writers also included for the first time a couple of  Indian writers (Mrinal Pande and C.S. Lakshmi) who 
write in Indian languages. 
In view of  such an impressive conference history, we look forward to a fruitful collaboration with the organizing 
committee over the next two years to make this conference as successful as its predecessor of  almost twenty 
years ago. 

Performing the Urban: Embodiments, Inventories, Rhythms
Alicia Menéndez Tarrazo, Liamar Durán Almarza, Isabel Carrera Suárez

University of  Oviedo, 3-7 April 2017

The World Health Organisation estimates that by 2017, the year we convene for the next EACLALS Confer-
ence, the majority of  the world’s population will be living in urban areas. The rapid and continued growth of  
cities has intensified academic interest in the urban, as material reality and as imaginary or symbolic construction. 
A postcolonial perspective on the theory and practice of  the urban expands Eurocentric notions to include dif-
ferent ways of  inhabiting, performing or embodying a variety of  cities, while dissecting neo-colonial and deco-
lonial gestures of  urbanization. In a globalised world in which the network economy appears to be intrinsically 
connected to the urban, postcolonial studies also invite us to decentre this dominant narrative by examining the 
margins and limits of  the urban, or indeed non-urban spaces in which other ways of  being and dwelling exist 
or may emerge. The conference will focus on urban performances and the performance of  the urban, on their 
embodied practices, inventories and rhythms.
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The 17th Triennial ACLALS Conference
Stellenbosch, South Africa, July 11 –15, 2016

“stories that float from afar”
the idea of  postcolonial culture: its inclusions and exclusions

In a piece recorded in 1873, only fifty kilometres from the ACLALS 2016 conference venue, /Xam storyteller //
Kabbo argues his case for returning to his home in the northern Cape from Cape Town where he had been first 
a prisoner in the Breakwater prison and then a language and cultural informant for the linguist, Wilhelm Bleek. 
The home to which he refers is one that is already literary rather than tangible, for //Kabbo and his community 
have been displaced by settler invasions and their pursuit of  a livelihood criminalised. //Kabbo can never really 
return home because home, in Homi Bhabha’s unforgettable formulation, has been rendered unhomely, invaded 
by history, the oppressive force that “captures dreams and redreams them,” to borrow a phrase from The God 
of  Small Things.

A reading of  //Kabbo’s piece today exhibits the thrilling power of  world literature in English to rescue from the 
abyss of  natural and human history, aesthetically ordered feelings and ideas, and enable their uncanny enuncia-
tion in the space of  the present, in our minds, writing and seminar rooms. At the same time, the text signals the 
limits and dangers of  the idea of  world literature in English. The phrase, ‘stories that float from afar’, has come 
to signify the ability of  stories to transcend temporality and place, to speak to us of  inaccessible experiences 
from a time that has gone, along with the quagga, a species of  zebra, which, not coincidentally, disappeared in 
the wild in the 1870s, the same decade as //Kabbo’s enforced sojourn in Cape Town. //Kabbo, though, is not 
celebrating the ability of  stories to cross cultures and time but mourning their inability to exist apart from a 
community of  meaning, of  telling and, crucially, of  interpretation. The phrase comes from the sentence: “For I 
am here; I do not obtain stories because I do not visit so that I might hear stories that float from afar.”
Today we are confronted with the irony that the literatures in English from around the world that we teach and 
study often come from countries whose scholars and writers cannot easily travel to conferences or access jour-
nals or books or are forced to live outside the countries of  their birth. Many of  their compatriots are excluded 
by language, class and education from reading their books. This does not mean, of  course, that these are people 
without literature, culture or learning. Written literature in English in Africa, we should remember, is only the 
tip of  the iceberg. Most literature is not written and is not in English. An over-reliance on writing and English 
brings its own sort of  exclusions with it.

This conference represents an opportunity to explore the dangers of  ahistorical relativism, cultural appropria-
tion and neo-colonial forms of  exclusion and inclusion as well as the paradoxes inherent in notions of  postco-
lonial and world culture. It is an invitation to consider ways of  approaching literature and other cultural forms in 
a spirit of  greater hermeneutic receptivity and with increased theoretical rigour. How can we build on the sorts 
of  critical self-reflexivity that is already embedded in feminist, queer, postcolonial, ecocritical and transnational 
approaches to literature and culture? How can we interrogate the power structures that authorise particular peo-
ple to speak and to produce knowledge about literature and, simultaneously, ask which kinds of  interpretations, 
discourses and modalities of  knowing are screened out in the process? How, in a gendered, class-ridden, multi-
lingual, fluid and ideologically plural, often violent, environment, can different voices become audible? And how 
do we guard against the triumphalism of  English? 
This is the first ACLALS conference to be held on African soil since the 1970s and the first ever to be held in the 
western Cape. For centuries the Cape has been the crossroads of  the world. It looks east across the warm Indian 
ocean and beyond to the Pacific, west across the Atlantic and beyond to the Pacific, south to the Antarctic, from 
where the whales and penguins come, and north into the African interior. 
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The western Cape is a melting pot of  peoples, languages and cultures, home to people with roots in every quar-
ter of  the globe, not least in southern Africa itself, a part of  the world which has always been part of  human 
history. The engraved ochre found in Blombos Cave, 300 kilometres east of  Cape Town, represents the earliest 
known evidence of  human aesthetic activity, dating back some 100 000 years. Today the region is a vibrant cul-
tural hub. It is multilingual, multicultural and multi-religious; it is hybrid; it is queer; more than any other major 
city of  the world, Cape Town is home to diverse species of  plants and animals as much as it is home to people. 
At the same time old exclusions persist. The scars of  slavery, colonialism, genocide and apartheid are still raw. 
Forms of  exclusion, related to class, race, education, place of  origin and language, co-exist alongside new forms 
of  inclusivity, accommodation and hybridity. The Cape is riven by identity politics and nationalisms of  various 
kinds and its extraordinary biodiversity is threatened by climate change. It is a region as violent as it is beautiful. 
In short, the contradictions of  the contemporary world are brought into sharp focus in the western Cape and, 
with it, the urgencies and the contradictions inherent in the practice of  cultural studies today.
The 17th Triennial ACLALS Conference invites scholars working in a variety of  media (literature, linguistics, 
film, the visual and musical arts and popular culture) to present papers in the area of  the conference theme - the 
idea of  postcolonial culture today: its inclusions and exclusions.

The following are among the questions and topics the conference hopes to explore:

• The idea of  world literature in an unequal world
• The relationship between regional literatures and world literature
• The exclusions and inclusions of  Commonwealth and postcolonial literature
• What is lost and gained by various forms of  periodisation and classification
• Excluded genres and modalities of  knowing
• Orality and writing
• Gendered inclusions and exclusions
• Transnational eyes: the ocean as conceptual tool
• Writing lives: memoir, autobiography, biography in postcolonial contexts
• Questions of  reception: travelling texts
• Hidden communities of  cultural production and interpretation
• Education, technology and power
• Multiculturalism and indigeneity
• The possibilities and limitations of  a world language
• Languages and localities
• Proliferation and postcolonial culture
• Addressing conflict, violence, trauma
• Tradition and modernity
• Rethinking hybridity
• African literary visions of  the world
• Migration and Diasporas: gender, sexualities, class, race
• Desire: its freedoms and its tyrannies
• Representations of  religion and spirituality
• Ecologies: natural and imagined
• Film: postcolonial inclusions and exclusions
• Climate change and the practice of  cultural studies
• Migrations: forced and desired
• Perfomance and public art
• Literature, culture, art and social justice
• On writers, artists and public figures who have passed on in the last few years: Chinua Achebe, Stuart  
 Hall, Nadine Gordimer, Mbulelo Mzamane, Gabriel Marquez, Doris Lessing, Nelson Mandela and others
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Zimbabwe Project Update
Geoffrey V. Davis

As members will know from previous reports ACLALS 
recently joined with the Commonwealth Association 
of  Museums (CAM) to work on a Commonwealth-
funded project on Zimbabwe. Tim Mason of  CAM and 
I made a field trip to Zimbabwe in 2012. Subsequent 
to that trip we wrote a report on “Re-Engaging 
with Zimbabwe through Arts and Culture” for the 
Commonwealth Foundation and the Commonwealth 
Organisations Committee on Zimbabwe (COCZ) 
whose recommendations later formed the basis 
for consultations with members of  the diaspora in 
London. Two such consultations took place, one in 
Birmingham (together with the writer Chenjerai Hove) 
and one in London. The very lively London meeting 
co-hosted with the Zimbabwe Association was well-
attended by writers, theatre practitioners and others 
and it produced many ideas on how to implement some 
of  the report’s recommendations and how members 
of  the diaspora could involve themselves. 
When the Britain Zimbabwe Society took up the theme 
of  Arts and Culture in Zimbabwe for their Research 
Day at St. Antony’s College, Oxford Tim and I were 
asked to report on the project. We later gave a similar 
report to the CAM triennial conference in Glasgow. I 
later gave a talk on the topic at the ACLALS triennial 
in St Lucia.
Since many of  our informants across the arts sector in 
Zimbabwe had emphasized the need for professional 
training one of  our main aims had been to get an arts 
person from Zimbabwe awarded a Commonwealth 
Professional Fellowship. In the run-up for applying 
for this we held meetings at the Horniman Museum in 
London and at the British Museum. Our joint efforts 
did in fact prove successful, when Mr Josh Nyapimbi, 
of  Nhimbe Trust in Bulawayo, an extremely effective 
cultural policy organizer and activist, was awarded 
a fellowship and was thus enabled to take up a six-
week period of  training and consultation with arts and 
cultural policy organisations in the UK as well as with 

in residence at Innsbruck University, where she ran 
a highly successful seminar on African literature, 
participated in the Innsbruck triennial, and presented 
her work as writer and film–maker to a wider audience 
at the headquarters of  SOS Kinderdörfer and at an 
evening of  women’s film held at a local cinema. 
Participants in the triennial conference were invited 
to donate books which EACLALS then sent on to a 
university library in Mutare, Zimbabwe suggested by 
Tsitsi.
In the aftermath of  the fraudulent election of  July 31st 
2013 which returned Robert Mugabe and ZANU-PF 
to power with an overall majority and in the light of  
economic recession and continuing political dissension 
in the country, it appears more difficult to sustain the 
hope of  Zimbabwe rejoining the Commonwealth, 
which was the raison d’être of  the COCZ, and it 
remains to be seen how effective ongoing engagement 
with the country will prove. However the challenges 
facing the arts and culture sector have not diminished 
and the need for support remains. Hopefully the 2016 
ACLALS triennial in South Africa will provide an 
opportunity for addressing the problem once again.
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A Short History of  BASS
Pia Thielmann

In honour of  Professor Eckhard Breitinger, publisher 
of  the Bayreuth African Studies Series (BASS), who 
passed away in August 2013 at the age of  73, this is a 
short history of  his contribution to the field of  Black 
Studies with a focus on African literature and theatre.
When Eckhard Breitinger and Reinhard Sander 
founded the Bayreuth African Studies Series and 
published the first volume in 1985, their goal was to 
make lectures by visiting scholars available for future 
academic discussions and research. At the beginning, 
this project was connected to the research project, 
“Identity in Africa” of  the German Research Council 
(DFG) and the Africa Area Studies Programme of  the 
University of  Bayreuth, Germany. 
With the expiration of  the DFG project, BASS 
became Breitinger’s independent, private publishing 
venture. The format of  the series reflected the change, 
too. While the first volumes were slim, printed at the 
Bayreuth prison and featured graphic cover designs, 
the later volumes became more elaborate and were 
produced by regional printers. The new look of  the 
books featured covers with colourful art work by 
African artists or photographs by the respective guest 
editors, or by Breitinger himself. As the target group for 
BASS is small and the work was done out of  idealism, 
any money coming in was immediately invested into the 
next book project. Editors or authors of  the individual 
volumes were international senior scholars and artists 
or young PhDs who published their dissertations 
with BASS. The scripts are mainly in English, some 
in French, German or in different African languages. 
While the series’ focus lies on literature and theatre, 
it has also covered the fields of  the arts, music, 
linguistics, sociology, religion, education, law, ecology 
and economics. Most volumes feature academic essays; 
several also include interviews and literary texts. BASS 
books were widely reviewed in international scholarly 
journals. Eckhard Breitinger would also co-operate 
with publishers in Africa in order to simplify access to 

to the books in African countries. A list of  all available 
BASS publications is available at:

http://www.ufb.uni-bayreuth.de/de/emeriti/eck-
hard-breitinger/index.html
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In Memoriam: Mirko Jurak (1935-2014)

Mirko Jurak graduated in English and Russian 
Literature from the University of  Ljubljana’s Faculty of  
Arts. In 1963 he departed for England to commence 
graduate studies at the University of  Sussex under the 
mentorship of  the well-known literary historian David 
Daiches. In 1967 he received his doctorate for his work 
on English political drama between 1930 and 1960. For 
the academic year 1970/71 he was a guest professor at 
Drake University in Iowa. He also held lectures at the 
University of  Maribor.
Until his retirement in 2005 he was a full professor at 
the Faculty of  Arts in Ljubljana, where he introduced 
courses in Shakespearean drama as well as in Australian 
and Canadian literature at the Department of  English. 
Between 1979 and 1981 he was Associate Dean and 
between 1981 and 1983 Dean of  the Faculty of  
Arts. From 1984 to 1988 he headed the Department 
of  Germanic Languages and Literatures, and from 
1991 to 1993 he was Vice-Rector of  the University 
of  Ljubljana. He was co-founder and Vice President 
of  the European Association for Australian Studies 
(EASA). Professor Jurak organized two high-profile 
international conferences in Bled: one on Australian 
Literature in 1982, and, in 1988, one on intercultural 
studies in the United States, Canada and Europe.
From 1990 to 1995 Professor Jurak was president of  
the Slovenian Emigrant Association, as well as the 
Vice President of  the Republic of  Slovenia’s Office 
for Slovenians Abroad. For many years he was also a 
member of  the boards of  the Drama Theatre and the 
City Theatre (“MGL”, Mestno gledališče ljubljansko) in 
Ljubljana. Further, he was president of  the Slovenian 
Association for Foreign Languages and Literatures 
and editor of  their newsletter. He was involved in the 
journals on emigrant issues Rodna gruda, Slovenija and 
Dve domovini. In 2000 he became Editor-in-chief  of  the 
Faculty of  Arts’ journal Acta neophilologica. He received 
the Faculty of  Arts’ Award of  Merit in 1989, and the 
University of  Ljubljana’s Award of  Merit in 1990.
Professor Jurak’s main research and teaching areas 
were Elizabethan drama (with a particular emphasis 
on Shakespeare), 20th-century English and American 
drama, and Slovenian emigrant literature in English. 

His bibliography consists of  over 300 entries, including 
the monograph Dileme parabolične umetnosti (Dilemmas 

of  Parabolic Art, 1975), which is a discussion of  the 
role and importance of  the sources of  Shakespeare’s 
plays. He also published the important first survey 
of  Slovenian emigrant literature in Canada, as well as 
several forewords to Slovenian translations of  English 
and American writers for the “100 novels and Nobel 
Laureates” series.

*
Mirko was a long-time professor of  English and 
American Literature and mentor to a great many 
Slovenian undergraduate and graduate students, but 
also to American, Australian, and Italian students, 
since he lectured abroad in addition to working at the 
University of  Ljubljana. As a young man, he had wanted 
to become an actor, though for various reasons this was 
not to be. And so he dedicated his entire professional 
life to researching and teaching English and American 
drama, indeed to all English-language literature. His 
bibliography is extensive and wide-ranging, and includes 
a series of  monographs and textbooks he wrote for 
students at the Universities of  Ljubljana and Maribor. 
In his illustrious academic career, he was Dean of  the 
Faculty of  Arts and Vice-Rector of  the University of  
Ljubljana as well as co-founder or executive member 
of  such leading European associations for literature 
and culture as the European Association for Australian 
Studies and the European Association for American 
Studies. Mirko was also responsible for bringing 
leading thinkers to the Faculty of  Arts and to the 
Slovenian Academy of  Sciences and Arts, among them 
the Canadian literary critic Northrop Frye, the literary 
historian David Daiches, the British writer David 
Lodge, and the narratologist Franz K. Stanzel, as well 
as many other literary critics – but also writers – from 
the English-speaking world. For me, however, Mirko 
was first and foremost my professor, my mentor for 
my Master’s and PhD degrees, and a dear colleague at 
the department of  literature.
We all learned a great deal from Mirko, and he was 
always trying to instil in students a love of  English-
language literature and of  literature in general. 
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Beyond Slovenia he was very well-regarded as a scholar 
and, always and everywhere, he endeavoured to make 
known the fruits of  Slovenian academia.
In 2000, after having been for many years executive 
editor of  the Faculty of  Arts’ Acta neophilologica 
(founded by Professor Janez Stanonik), Mirko became 
the Editor-in-chief  of  the scholarly journal. The 
journal published a series of  studies of  Slovenian 
emigration (as manifested in emigrant media and 
literature) written by Slovenian and foreign literary 
historians, many of  whom were of  Slovenian descent 
and living abroad. This research was pioneering for 
the field of  Slovenian emigrant literature, especially 
in the United States, Canada and Australia, a trio of  
countries for which Mirko had a particular affinity. I 
especially remember participating in the seminal 1988 
international conference in Bled which focussed on 
intercultural literary studies in the United States, Canada 
and Europe and which was organized in conjunction 
with the American and Canadian embassies. At the 
conference reception many delegates noted that they 
had never before, on a single occasion, shaken the 
hands of  two ambassadors of  large countries, namely, 
of  the United States and Canada. Since this occurred 
just a few years before Slovenia became independent, 
this coming-together was by no means a given, and the 
Bled conference was thus of  great political significance 
for the country. In addition, the conference was of  
pivotal importance for Slovenian intellectuals and 
professors of  Slovenian descent who, for the most part 
from American and Canadian universities, lived in the 
diaspora and were previously mostly unpublished and 
little-known in Slovenian academia. The rest is history. 
Mirko clearly contributed significantly to knowledge of  
and research on Slovenian emigrant literature, a field 
that has, increasingly, been included in the Slovenian 
literary canon.
Mirko was always innovative. In the 1980s he was the 
first to start teaching the postcolonial literatures of  
English-speaking countries, which in the European 
context was a novel undertaking; this tradition of  
thematic and critical decentralization and pluralisation 
of  Anglo-American literary studies or literature in 
English continues at the Faculty of  Arts’ Department 
of  English. For his efforts in propagating Australian 
literature and Australian studies in Europe, Mirko 
received an award from the Australian Government. 
Mirko was also the initiator of  the interdisciplinary 
postgraduate (now doctoral) programme of  American 
Studies at the Faculty of  Arts. His decisive role in 
initiating and shaping the programme for English and 
German studies at the University of  Maribor cannot 
be overlooked.
Mirko always looked at life from the sunny side and 
with optimism. Anyone who knew him knows that, 
in addition to being a conscientious and serious 
academic, he was also a bon vivant who loved company.

This is the Mirko many of  his colleagues from abroad 
knew – while appreciating his scholarly side, they also 
appreciated his purely human side. In addition to 
being a lover of  the theatre, Mirko was a great lover 
of  classical music, and for many years he was on the 
boards of  Ljubljana’s “Drama” and “MGL” theatres. 
As a theatre lover, he had very fond memories of  his 
visits to London, and he wrote of  London theatrical 
performances for Slovenian newspapers – in particular 
of  his visit to Shakespeare’s reconstructed Globe 
theatre. This roofless, semi-circular theatre, built as 
it was back in Shakespeare’s time, seemed to Mirko 
to faithfully reflect the lively atmosphere of  the 
Elizabethan theatre of  yore.
Right up until his last days Mirko continued to write 
about English drama, especially as it connected with 
and influenced Slovenian creativity for the stage. Over 
the past few years he published, in Acta neophilologica 
and in Slovenian newspapers, a number of  extensive 
studies on Shakespeare and his influence on Slovenian 
playwrights – ranging from Anton Tomaž Linhart, 
Fran Levstik, Ivan Cankar, to Oton Županžiž, Ivan 
Mrak, Bratko Kreft, and to contemporary Slovenian 
stage artists. With great dedication and as far as his 
health would allow it, he was also writing a book about 
these theatre links. The members of  the editorial board 
of  Acta neophilologica and generations of  students of  
English will forever preserve beautiful and grateful 
memories of  Mirko.
Let me conclude with a quote from Mirko’s beloved 
Shakespeare and his play Hamlet, where Hamlet’s 
friend Horatio accompanies Hamlet’s demise with the 
following words:

 Now cracks a noble heart. Good night sweet prince:
 And flightsof  angels sing thee to thy rest!
     (Hamlet, V.2)

Igor Maver
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Announcements by Members

CALLS FOR PAPERS

Anne Collett

Australian Association for Caribbean Studies Conference: Land & Water
3rd-5th July 2015 | University of  Wollongong

Deadline for Submissions: 28th February, 2015

Ole Birk Laursen

Subverting the State: The Postcolonial Predicament 
22 May 2015 | University of  Kent, Centre for Colonial and Postcolonial Studies 

Deadline for Submissions: 15th February, 2015

Radika Mohanram

Partition/Violence/Migration
An international symposium as part of  the AHRC Research Network Partitions: What Are They Good For?

4-5 June 2015 |Cardiff  University

Deadline for Submissions: 15th February, 2015

Mark Stein

Afroeurope@s: Black Cultures and Identities in Europe
16-19 September, 2015 | University of  Münster

www.wwu.de/AFROeu2015

Deadline for Submissions: 1st March, 2015

Silke Stroh

International ASLS Conference
EMPIRES AND REVOLUTIONS: R.B. CUNNINGHAME GRAHAM AND OTHER SCOTTISH 
WRITERS ON GLOBALISATION AND DEMOCRACY (c. 1850-1950)

3–5 July 2015 | Golden Lion Hotel, Stirling,

Deadline for Submissions: 30th January, 2015

This section contains a short overview of announcements submitted by members. You can find more 
information on indidivual CFPs, project announcements and book publications in the form of attachments at 
the end of this segment in the same order as they appear here.
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PROJECT ANNOUNCEMENTS

Judith Mishrahi-Barak

EMMA (Etudes Montpelliéraines du Monde Anglophone, Université Paul-Valéry Montpellier, France) in 
partnership with Coastal Carolina University (SC, USA) and MIGRINTER (UMR CNRS-Poitiers, France) is 
setting up a five year program: Ecotones: Encounters, Crossings, and Communities, 2015-2019

http://www.coastal.edu/history/ecotones/

AHRC Funded Research Network ‘Writing, Analysing, Translating Dalit Literatures’

In June 2014, Nottingham Trent University held the launch event of  a new AHRC-funded research network 
which is devoted to the literature of  one of  India’s most oppressed and silenced communities. Dalits, formerly 
referred to as Untouchables, are at the bottom of  India’s caste system and form roughly 20% of  the country’s 
population. Dalit literature, and its representation and re-evaluation of  marginalised cultures, has emerged as one 
of  the most significant developments in Indian writing in the last three decades. However, although often highly 
innovative in its form, narrative perspectives, and use of  language, to date Dalit literature has hardly been studied 
outside of  India even though an increasing number of  work by Dalit authors has been translated into English 
and other European languages such as French and German. 

http://pays-anglophones.upv.univ-montp3.fr/?page_id=996

BOOK PUBLICATIONS

Lucy Evans

Communities in Contemporary Anglophone Caribbean Short Stories
Postcolonialism Across the Disciplines, 16, 2014

This book examines the representation of  community in contemporary Anglophone Caribbean short stories, 
focusing on the most recent wave of  Caribbean short story writers following the genre’s revival in the mid 1980s. 
The first extended study of  Caribbean short stories, it presents the phenomenon of  interconnected stories as 
a significant feature of  late twentieth and early twenty-first century Anglophone Caribbean literary cultures. 
It contends that the short story collection and cycle, literary forms regarded by genre theorists as necessarily 
concerned with representations of  community, are particularly appropriate and enabling as a vehicle through 
which to conceptualise Caribbean communities.

Françoise Kral

Social Invisibility and Diasporas in Anglophone Literature and Culture: The Fractal Gaze
Palgrave Macmillan, 2014

Social Invisibility and Diasporas in Anglophone Literature and Culture theorizes the differential visibility of  
diasporic communities and the way their in/visibility has evolved at the turn of  the 21st century, partly as a 
consequence of  the development of  new media. Its transdisciplinary focus combines social sciences and in 
particular sociology with media studies and examines a large spectrum of  issues related to in/visibility through 
the prism of  a corpus of  contemporary cultural productions, which include films by major film directors (Mira 
Nair, Gurinder Chadha), visual artists (Sonia Boyce, Mona Hatoum, Keith Piper) and novelists (Amitav Ghosh, 
V.S. Naipaul, Caryl Phillips, Salman Rushdie and Sam Selvon) as well as emerging voices (Hari Kunzru, Kiran 
Desai). The book maps the trajectory of  diasporas in and out of  social visibility and focuses more specifically on 
the less visible migrants, whose voices are often unheard or silenced. This paradoxical invisibility in our days of  
hypervisibility is interpreted by the author as an epiphenomenon of  the increasingly differential visibility which 
is brought about in a world where the media have become ubiquitous and where visibility has become fractal.
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Irene Visser

Contemporary Approaches in Literary Trauma Theory
Ed. by Michelle Balaev. Palgrave Macmillan, 2014.

Contemporary Approaches in Literary Trauma Theory showcases some of  the leading scholars in literary criticism 
who take trauma studies in a new direction by broadening the theoretical foundations and future directions of  
the field through innovative analyses of  trauma in literature and culture. Trauma causes a disruption, but the 
values attached to this experience are influenced by a variety of  individual and cultural factors that change over 
time. Trauma may at times forever silence one, yet trauma can equally at times reorient consciousness in an 
adaptive fashion that eschews pathology. This collection of  essays argues that trauma in literature must be read 
through a theoretical pluralism that allows for an understanding of  trauma’s variable representations that include 
yet move beyond the concept of  trauma as pathological and unspeakable”

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR GRADUATE STUDENTS

Eva-Maria Müller

Giessen University’s International Graduate Centre for the Study of  Culture (GCSC), co- funded by the 
German federal government’s Excellence Initiative, offers a three-year, structured PhD-programme in the study 
of  culture. With its excellent research environment, a doctoral programme which is tailored to the needs of  
PhD students and the intensive personal support it provides, the Graduate Centre offers doctoral researchers 
optimum conditions for their PhD-projects and custom-made preparation for the time thereafter, both with 
regard to academic and non-academic careers.
The GCSC invites applications for one of  the up to 13 PhD scholarships available, which are funded by the 
Excellence Initiative as well as Justus Liebig University Giessen. 

http://gcsc.uni-giessen.de/application. 
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CFP: Australian Association for Caribbean Studies Conference 
 

3rd-5th July 2015 
University of Wollongong 

 
Theme: Land & Water 
 

Columbus from his after- 
deck watched heights he hoped for, 
rocks he dreamed, rise solid from my simple water. 
 
Parrots screamed. Soon he would touch our 
land, his charted mind’s desire. 
(Kamau Brathwaite, ‘The Emigrants’) 

 
Given the long history of often disastrous relationship between land and water in the Caribbean – the 
sighting of land by stranger ships being exemplar of the vulnerability of island cultures; and more recent 
discussion of natural and manmade disasters in which the relationship between land and water is 
paramount, a conference dedicated to a Land & Water theme seems timely. The consequences of 
water-borne diseases like cholera that were precipitated recently by earthquake in Haiti; the catastrophic 
impact of hurricanes that regularly sweep across water to make landfall in the Caribbean; the 
destruction of mangroves with the rise and rise of waterfront hotels and over-development of 
foreshores – mangroves that act to defuse the force of wave action in storm; the Mutiny on the Bounty 
in part due to depletion of precious water supply spent to sustain breadfruit plants bound for the 
Caribbean across the Pacific; the forced migration of peoples from the land of their forefathers and 
mothers (African, Indian, Caribbean diasporas) across oceans to other lands: these are examples of a 
disruptive or disrupted relationship between land and water. But disruption of that relationship might 
also come with benefits – migration afforded some with opportunities for education, publication, 
improvement in economic status, the attainment of rights associated with sexual preference/ 
difference, freedom from oppression, release from the tyranny of fear …The beneficent association of 
Water and Land has a natural history but it also has cultural history, think of Kamau Brathwaite’s 
Mother Poem: 
 

The ancient watercourses of my island 
echo of river, trickle, worn stone, 
the sunken voice of glitter inching its pattern to the sea 

 
The relationship between Land & Water is poetic, symbolic, political, ecological, geographical, social, 
cultural, historical, legal, economic … There is so much to be said of that relationship but also of each 
element in its separateness and its Caribbeanness. We look forward to hearing your ideas.  
 
We invite papers from all disciplines and encourage submission of panels with a particular focus on the 
general theme. Although we would prefer papers that speak to the theme, the association also accepts 
papers on other topics. Please send proposals of no more than 300 words to the conference convenor, 
A/Prof Anne Collett, English Literatures Program, School of the Arts, English & Media  – 
acollett@uow.edu.au – by 28th February 2015. 
 
Note: the AACS conference precedes a major literary studies conference on the theme of ‘Literary 
Networks’ to be held at the University of Wollongong from 7-11th July 2015. See lha.uow.edu.au/lit-
net2015 for more information. Especially if travelling a long distance for the AACS conference, you 
may wish to also participate in the 'Literary Networks' conference. Due to the size of this conference, 
accommodation may be hard to come by in the Wollongong area, so we strongly recommend early 
booking. Details of registration, accommodation and booking will be available for the AACS 
conference after Christmas. 
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Subverting the State: 

The Postcolonial Predicament 
22 May 2015 

 

University of Kent, Centre for Colonial and Postcolonial Studies 

Keynote lecture: 

Priya Gopal (University of Cambridge) 

Since the birth of nation-states, emerging in conjunction with the first wave of globalisation and 
the height of European colonialism in the mid-nineteenth century, avant-gardists have 
problematized the role of the nation-state. However, as anti-colonial freedom movements often 
assumed a nationalist character, postcolonial studies has been preoccupied with 
understanding the historical significance and emotional force of the nation-state and devoted 
less attention to the movements and ideas that sought to subvert the state altogether. 

More recently, at a time when a combustible mixture of ideas, groups and organisations 
refuses to be incorporated into the nation-state, there appears a subversive vacuum, an 
ambiguous territory that offers opportunities for marginal discourses and opposing forces to be 
expressed. This ambivalent space becomes the stage in which the nation-state can be 
subverted but also re-enacted or reinstated in many shapes and forms. Instances of these 
dynamics can be found across the postcolonial world: from the post-Soviet frozen conflicts, of 
which the Ukrainian war is but a last episode, to the recent disappearance of the Sykes-Picot 
border between Iraq and Syria. Away from the headlines, transnational criminal organisations 
or diffuse online subversive networks represent very different, but equally significant, 
challenges to the state, which blur the traditional dichotomies between oppressor and resister.  

Presenting a daunting challenge to postcolonial studies, the rapid growth of neoliberalism, 
globalization and neo-nationalism requires renewed attention to the role of the nation-state 
and, more importantly, forces that seek to subvert the nation-state. In light of these challenges 
and framing subversion within a postcolonial context, this symposium invites scholars to ‘think 
outside the state’ from a variety of disciplinary and theoretical approaches. It seeks to discuss 
and develop productive ways of engaging with the opportunities and limits of theories of 
subversion that encompass and extend across postcolonial discourses.  



!

We invite papers from scholars working in the disciplines of history, literature, political science, 
philosophy, sociology, cultural studies, human geography, religious studies and other related 
areas. Proposals reflecting an interdisciplinary approach are particularly welcome. Some 
suggested themes are: 

o Violence, non-violence and civil disobedience; 
o State terrorism and terrorism against the state; 
o Performing subversion: the state as stage; 
o Para-states as subversion, competition or mimicry; 
o Organised crime, law and policing the state; 
o Transnational criminality in the contemporary postcolony;  
o Revolution, direct action and rioting; 
o Rhizomatic networks of protest outside the state; 
o Legitimation, citizenship and state formation;  
o New nation-states and postcolonial disillusions. 

Please send abstracts of no more than 350 words in Word format to 
subvertingthestate@gmail.com by 15 February 2015. 

Please check our website http://subvertingthestate.wordpress.com for the latest developments 
and follow us on Facebook 

Conference organisers: Maria Ridda (University of Kent), Enrique Galvan-Alvarez 
(International University of La Rioja) and Ole Birk Laursen (University of Copenhagen) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Partition/Violence/Migration 
 

An international symposium as part of the AHRC Research Network Partitions: What 
Are They Good For? 

 
Organised by 

School of English, Communication and Philosophy, Cardiff University 
School of English, University of St Andrews 

 
4-5 June 2015, Cardiff University 

 
 

 
We are delighted to announce the third and final symposium of the AHRC Research Network 
Partitions: What Are They Good For? This will be themed around Partition/Violence/Migration 
and will try to address the following questions: 
 
In what ways is partition violence a form of transitional justice? What is violence’s relationship to 
democracy and citizenship in partitioned nation-states? In what ways is the violence of the social 
body a form of political language? How does partition violence reshape gender and sexuality in a 
new nation? What nuances can the intersection of the frameworks of trauma and partition bring 
to the study of violence? How can population transfers in partition be theorized? How do 
notions of migration interact with those of community? What is the relationship between 
pluralism and migration? How have partition migrations left ongoing transformative imprints at 
both regional and national levels? Examine partition violence/migration and economics. 
 
Papers on any aspects related to the main topic is welcome. Please send a 250 word abstract 
to partitions@cardiff.ac.uk and a brief biographical statement by January 31st 2015. Responses by 
February 15th. 
 



Call for papers and panels
16. - 19. September 2015
University of Münster

www.wwu.de/AFROeu2015
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African European Studies explore social spaces and cultural practices that are characterised by 
a series of contemporary and historical overlaps between Africa and Europe. This fifth bi-annual 
conference aims to provide perspectives on specific strands of this diverse and vibrant field, 
including both established and emerging research areas of a trans- and multidisciplinary nature. 
Recognising that African European Studies cannot be confined to textual representations, we 
encourage submissions on a wide range of topics from several disciplinary backgrounds. This 
encompasses disciplines dealing with various forms of cultural representation (incl. literature, the 
visual arts, museums, music, new media, and performance) and those dealing with social practice 
(religious studies, sports, history, anthropology, sociology, politics, marketing, and management 
studies). In addition to academics, artists, and activists, we welcome authors, social workers, 
journalists, and anyone else with a specific interest in the field. We encourage submissions 
exploring the topics suggested below, including their cross-generic and transmedial aspects:

o Racism(s) and austerity: comparative approaches across Europe
o Colonial remains and historical interaction between Africa and Europe
o Comparative diaspora studies: African Caribbeans, African Europeans, African Americans
o Resistance and resistive practices 
o Growing up African European: e.g. youth culture; adoption; children’s literature
o Education: Primary, secondary, tertiary
o African European book studies: translation, publication, reception
o Digital displacement and virtual communities 
o ‘Remember the ship in citizenship’ (John Agard): visions and crises of multicultures
o Border control: refugees, migrants, visitors
o Faith and religious practice: basis for stigmatization and community formation
o Gender and queer lifestyles: activism and marginalization
o Behind the headlines: health, development, aid
o Black European urban and rural spaces

Submissions that do not directly deal with the aforementioned topics will also be considered. 
Presentations are not restricted to written academic texts; they can also include performances, 
readings, panel discussions, and workshops. Individual contributions should extend to no more 
than twenty minutes and can be held in English, Spanish, French, or German. We require an 
abstract of 300 words in English.

Abstracts for ‘AfroEurope@ns V’ can be submitted no later than 1 March 2015. For details see the 
conference website: <www.wwu.de/AFROeu2015>. Complete paper sessions comprising three 
papers and other formats, such as roundtables, are also welcome. The academic committee will 
reply to all submissions no later than 15 April 2015. A full programme is going to be published by 
31 July 2015. A selection of papers will be published after the conference.

‘AfroEurope@ns: Black Cultures and Identities in Europe’ is an international research and development 
group funded by the Spanish Ministry of Science and Innovation. The group is holding its fifth 
international conference, this time at the University of Münster, Germany: <www.ptts.wwu.de>.
Contact: Professor Mark Stein <AfroEuropeans2015@gmail.com>

C U L T U R A S  E  I D E N T I D A D E S



International ASLS conference 
 

EMPIRES AND REVOLUTIONS  
R.B. CUNNINGHAME GRAHAM AND OTHER SCOTTISH 

WRITERS ON GLOBALISATION AND DEMOCRACY  
(c. 1850-1950) 

 
Golden Lion Hotel, Stirling, 3–5 July 2015 

 
 – CALL FOR PAPERS – 

 
The Association for Scottish Literary Studies Annual Conferences, alternating one-day 
and longer conferences annually, have always had an international outlook, reflecting 
the international role of the ASLS in leading the celebration and promotion of Scottish 
literature. Now the triennial World Congress of Scottish Literature has been launched 
with the full support of the ASLS, the Association in its worldwide role has resolved to 
complement the Congresses by ensuring that in the intervening years at least one of its 
Annual Conference will be the longer format and supported by an international Call for 
Papers. In Congress years, the annual conference will continue to follow the one-day 
format. 
 
In the light of this and given the welcome success of the World Congress in which the 
ASLS takes great pride, we are pleased to invite submission of abstracts for papers to 
be presented at the 2015 ASLS Conference, to be held in Stirling on the weekend of 3-5 
July 2015. Non-ASLS members are also welcome to attend and participate. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Themes 
 
The European age of empires is marked by encounter, exchange, conflict and mobility 
on an unprecedented global scale. ‘Networks of people, goods and capital’ (Magee / 
Thompson, Empire and Globalisation, 2010) mobilised by empires in the nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries enforce a process of globalisation that continues to the present 
day. However, the expansion of authoritarian empires and capitalist systems across the 
world is also inextricably linked with the birth and diffusion of revolutionary discourses (in 
terms of race, nation or social class): the quest for emancipation; political independence; 
economic equality. 
 
R.B Cunninghame Graham (1852–1936), in both his life and his oeuvre, most effectively 
represents the complex interaction between imperial and revolutionary discourses in this 
dramatic period. Writer, journalist, international traveller, adventurer, champion of 
democratic liberties, left-wing radical and Scottish nationalist (successively president of 
the Scottish Labour Party and the SNP), Cunninghame Graham was a key literary and 
political figure during this eventful period in Scottish and global history. His cosmopolitan 
biography aligns him with contemporary interest in migration, transculturalism and the 
rise of global citizenship. Of mixed Scottish and Spanish family background, he was 
bilingual in English and Spanish, lived in Britain, Belgium and Argentina, and travelled in 
South and North America, Spain and North Africa. His travels and migrations correspond 



with current interest in Scottish involvements with European imperialisms. At the same 
time, Cunninghame Graham’s involvement in the Scottish Home Rule movement and the 
nationalist parties can be seen as part of an ‘anticolonial’ initiative which sets these 
Scottish political trends in relation to international anticolonial movements in Ireland, 
India and Africa. His combination of nationalist and socialist sympathies also set an 
interesting precedent for present-day Scottish politics, where nationalist and left-wing 
agendas (of varying degrees of radicalism) are likewise often intertwined. As a writer, he 
is not only interesting for his own work (which includes short stories, travel writing, 
histories and biographies), but also for his dynamic relationship with (and influence on) 
other key authors, such as Hugh MacDiarmid, Bernard Shaw or Joseph Conrad. 
 
The highly international dimension of Cunnighame Graham’s life and work makes him an 
ideal focal point to inaugurate a new initiative within the established series of ASLS 
conferences, one which is particularly geared to furthering the international dimension of 
Scottish literary studies.  
 
This 2015 conference aims to promote inter-disciplinary scholarly engagement with 
Cunnighame Graham and his time, with particular emphasis on issues of globalisation, 
empire, colonialism and postcolonialism, democracy, civil rights and social justice. We 
also invite papers on other Scottish writers and intellectuals who engaged with these 
themes between 1850 and 1950. 
 
As always, the ASLS Annual Conference invites papers from scholars, whether 
university-based or not, and will be of interest to knowledgeable members of the public 
as well as academic scholars. The 2015 conference will be co-ordinated by the 
convenors, Professor Carla Sassi, Chair of the ASLS International Committee, and Dr 
Silke Stroh, with the support of an organising committee including Professor Alan Riach, 
Jim Alison, Alan McGillivray, Ronnie Renton, Lorna Smith and Professor Ian Brown. 
 
 
SUBMISSIONS 
 
We warmly welcome contributions from scholars and PhD students in the fields of 
Scottish Studies, English Literary Studies, Irish Studies or Postcolonial Studies. We also 
invite proposals from any other disciplinary backgrounds in the Humanities and Social 
Sciences.  
 
Abstracts (not longer than 300 words) for 20-minute papers should be submitted by 
Friday 30 January 2015 by email. Please submit a short biographical note (c. 100 words) 
along with your abstract. Submissions should be made directly to both conference 
convenors who will consult with the organising committee before inviting participation. 
 
Prof. Carla Sassi (University of Verona, Italy) 
carla.sassi@univr.it  
 
Dr. Silke Stroh (Universities of Muenster and Mainz/Germersheim, Germany) 
silke.stroh@uni-muenster.de 
 
For more information, see: 
http://asls.arts.gla.ac.uk/AnnConf2015CFP.html 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/ASLS-Annual-Conference-2015/1569854529903420?ref=hl 



 
 
 
 

 
 

EMMA 
(Etudes Montpelliéraines du Monde Anglophone, 

Université Paul-Valéry Montpellier, France) 
 

in partnership with 
 

Coastal Carolina University (SC, USA) and MIGRINTER (UMR CNRS-Poitiers, France) 
is setting up a five year program 

 
Ecotones :  Encounters ,  Cross ings ,  and Communit i es 

2015-2019 
 

http://www.coastal.edu/history/ecotones/ 
 
An "ecotone" is a transitional area between two or more distinct ecological communities, for 
instance the zone between field and forest, mountain and ocean, or between sea and land. The two 
ecosystems may be separated by a sharp boundary line or may merge gradually. An "ecotone" may 
also indicate a place where two communities meet, at times creolizing or germinating into a new 
community.  
 
We will be borrowing this term traditionally used in environmental studies and geography, and apply 
it to postcolonial studies in disciplines such as literature, history, the arts, translation studies, the 
social and political sciences, ethnic studies, ecocriticism, etc.  
 
In the continuity of the program "Diasporas, Cultures of Mobilities, ‘Race’" that was implemented 
by EMMA (Université Paul-Valéry Montpellier, France) in partnership with several universities 
between 2011 and 2013, "Ecotones" seeks to continue exploring the "complex chemistry" of 
creolizing worlds (Robin Cohen), the "contact zones" between cultures (Mary Louise Pratt) in 
contexts such as migration, diaspora, refugee movements and other postcolonial displacements and 
environmental evacuations, among other major historical events.  
 
Conjointly with the social sciences, pride of place will also be given to the literary and artistic 
representations of these micro and macro transformations, to the ways aesthetic forms not only 
represent but also contribute to shaping and modifying a process.  
 
The ecotones, as points of contact or points of friction, between the Indian Ocean, the South and 
East China Seas, the African continent, the Caribbean and the North American continent will 
provide the main frame of approach. The use of concepts like "diaspora space" (Avtar Brah) and 
"Afrasia" (Gaurav Desai) will be beneficial. 
 
The emphasis will be put on communities in their relation to place, neighborhood, and environment, 
including the precise circumstances these communities are modified over periods of time, the factors 
of change, and the many ways these elements are represented and mediated in literature and the arts. 
How do the languages, the cultural practices, the scientific knowledge, and environmental concerns 
meet and transform in these newly constructed ecotones? How does the merging of different 
ecologies and communities produce creolization and new identities? What postcolonial approaches 
to global ecologies (Elizabeth DeLoughrey) can be set up in the context of "transcolonial" relations 



(Shu-mei Shih and Françoise Lionnet)? Can we identify an emerging cosmopolitics in these contact 
zones (Michel Agier)? 
 
The modalities of such processes of (re-)invention will have to be examined from different angles, 
taking in the conflicts and the productive exchanges and frictions between the other and the self. 
Literary and political movements and the history of ideas necessarily cross paths and pollinate, 
following different routes and creating a multiple and diverse universe, in which a single and fixed 
origin can only be questioned. 
 
Specific lesser-known communities will be focused on to understand how new relations to specific 
places are being formed as we speak, and constitute new forms of belonging, bonding, and 
citizenship. The aim is to understand how everyday practices, languages, customs, beliefs, rituals and 
ideas evolve, maintain themselves or transform, when two communities merge with, or confront 
each other. What are the realities when one community takes precedence over, or absorbs, the other 
one, when religions, cultures and languages are implanted in postcolonial locales across the globe. 
How do the descendents of two indentured or migrant communities, for instance, negotiate the 
space and interact with each other? Keeping in mind the multiple interpretation of the term, micro-
spaces will be examined to understand how they are negotiated and represented. 
 
A series of interdisciplinary events will be co-organized by EMMA (Université Paul-Valéry 
Montpellier, France), Coastal Carolina University (SC, USA) and MIGRINTER (UMR CNRS-
Poitiers, France) in collaboration with partner universities. Specific calls for papers will be circulated 
to create networks, announce conferences and workshops, and set up events. Publications will be 
planned in the different venues and at other partner universities.  
 
The 3-G Network on the three Guyanas (Guyana, French Guyane and Suriname) will bring 
into focus one of the best possible examples of Ecotones in the literal and metaphoric 
interpretations of the word.  2015 being the 40th anniversary of the independence of Suriname and 
2016 the 50th anniversary of the independence of Guyana, will provide excellent opportunities to 
bring that part of the world into the limelight, in relation to 70 years of départementalisation in the 
French Guyane. Events will be hosted in Amsterdam (October 1-3, 2015, University of 
Amsterdam, University of Antwerpen, Université de Liège, the Université Louvain-la-Neuve and 
Werkgroep Caraïbische Letteren), Montpellier (June 2016, Université Paul-Valéry Montpellier) and 
London (October 29-30, 2016, Institute of English Studies, School of Advanced Studies, University 
of London). 
 
Please check our website for cfps and sign up for our mailing list if you wish to be kept 
informed of developments and events. 



AHRC Funded Research Network ‘Writing, Analysing, Translating 
Dalit Literatures’ 

 

In June 2014, Nottingham Trent University held the launch event of a new AHRC-funded research 
network which is devoted to the literature of one of India’s most oppressed and silenced 
communities. Dalits, formerly referred to as Untouchables, are at the bottom of India's caste system 
and form roughly 20% of the country’s population. Dalit literature, and its representation and re-
evaluation of marginalised cultures, has emerged as one of the most significant developments in 
Indian writing in the last three decades. However, although often highly innovative in its form, 
narrative perspectives, and use of language, to date Dalit literature has hardly been studied outside 
of India even though an increasing number of work by Dalit authors has been translated into 
English and other European languages such as French and German.  

The network, ‘Writing, Analyzing, Translating Dalit Literatures’, is the first of its kind in the UK 
and the only one outside of India. The network is hosted by the Centre for Postcolonial Studies at 
NTU in partnership with the research centre EMMA at the Université Paul-Valéry Montpellier. It 
will provide a context in which detailed critical work on Dalit literary texts will take place, and it will 
help to make these texts accessible to a wider readership. Funded as part of the AHRC’s 
'Translating Cultures' theme, it will co-ordinate a series of conferences, workshops, and other 
events that are dedicated exclusively to the analysis of a tradition of writing that has been almost 
invisible outside of India. It will foster a close collaboration between Indian, UK, North American, 
and European academics working in the field of literary and cultural studies, and it will cultivate 
contacts with authors, translators, and publishers of Dalit literature.  

In June, Nottingham Trent University’s Centre for Postcolonial Studies hosted a conference, 
‘Contemporary Approaches to the Analysis of Dalit Literature’, to inaugurate the network and to 
open an international dialogue between key researchers. Attended by 40 participants, and drawing in 
prominent scholars from six countries, including India, the US, Canada, and the UK, this 
conference was the first in a series of events organized as part of the network. Invited speakers were 
the scholar and critic K. Satyanarayana and the writer Ajay Navaria.  

The second event was a symposium on Dalit literature, hosted by Leicester University’s Centre for 
New Writing, following the conference at Nottingham Trent University. Keynote speakers were 
Ajay Navaria, K. Satyanarayana and the translator and scholar Laura Brueck.  

In October, the international conference ‘Crossing the Boundaries of Genre and Challenging Form 
in Dalit Literature’ was held at Université Paul-Valéry Montpellier and the focus of this event was 
the analysis of the innovative and experimental features of Dalit literature. This conference was 
attended by 45 participants from five countries and invited speakers were the literary scholar, critic 
and writer Aniket Jaaware, the historian Anupama Rao, the anthropologist Nicolas Jaoul, the 
founder of Dalit Camera B. Ravichandran, the early career scholar Joshil Abraham, and the PhD 
students Manohar Reddy and Jondhale Rahul Hiraman. 

The next planned event is a conference on Dalit literature and translation in partnership with the 
British Centre for Literary Translation at the University of East Anglia in June 2015.  Events will 
also be organised in India in December 2015. 

 
The network is led by Dr Nicole Thiara, Lecturer in English at NTU’s School of Arts and 
Humanities, and by Dr Judith Misrahi-Barak, Lecturer in English at Université Paul-Valéry 
Montpellier, France. For further information about the ‘Writing, Analyzing, Translating Dalit 
Literatures’ network, please contact Nicole Thiara: nicole.thiara@ntu.ac.uk.  

See http://pays-anglophones.upv.univ-montp3.fr/?page_id=996 



TO ORDER. Complete this form and return to: Janet McDermott, Liverpool University Press, 4 Cambridge Street, Liverpool L69 
7ZU.  Tel. +44 [0]151 794 2233; Fax. +44 [0]151 794 2235; email. janmar@liv.ac.uk. Please add £3.50 postage and packing (plus 50p for 
each additional book). Or order online at www.liverpooluniversitypress.co.uk.

Please supply ............... copies of Communities in Contemporary Anglophone Caribbean Short Stories HB ISBN: 9781781381182  • £70.00 

Total value of order ........................................

�  Please charge my VISA/Mastercard/AMEX/Maestro (delete as applicable)

Card no. ...........................................................................................................................................................  Expiry date ..................................................   

Issue no. (Maestro only) ..........................................  Issue date ........................................................  Card security code ...........................................

Authorised signature .............................................................................................................................  

�  I enclose a cheque made payable to ‘Turpin’

Name ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Address........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Telephone ......................................................................................................... Email ..............................................................................................................

�  Please add me to LUP’s mailing list.

NEW TITLE

Dr Lucy Evans is Lecturer in Postcolonial Literature in the School of English, University of 
Leicester.

This book examines the representation of community in contemporary 
Anglophone Caribbean short stories, focusing on the most recent wave 
of Caribbean short story writers following the genre’s revival in the mid 
1980s. The fi rst extended study of Caribbean short stories, it presents 
the phenomenon of interconnected stories as a signifi cant feature of 
late twentieth and early twenty-fi rst century Anglophone Caribbean 
literary cultures. It contends that the short story collection and cycle, 
literary forms regarded by genre theorists as necessarily concerned with 
representations of community, are particularly appropriate and enabling as 
a vehicle through which to conceptualise Caribbean communities. 

The book covers short story collections and cycles by Olive Senior, 
Earl Lovelace, Kwame Dawes, Alecia Mckenzie, Lawrence Scott, Mark 
Mcwatt, Robert Antoni and Dionne Brand. It argues that the form of 
interconnected stories is a crucial part of these writers’ imagining of 
communities which may be fractured, plural and fraught with tensions, 
but which nevertheless hold together. The book takes an interdisciplinary 
approach to the study of community, bringing literary representations of 
community into dialogue with models of community developed in the fi eld 
of Caribbean anthropology. The works analysed are set in Trinidad, Jamaica 
and Guyana, and in several cases the setting extends to the Caribbean 
diaspora in Europe and North America. Looking in turn at rural, urban, 
national and global communities, the book draws attention to changing 
conceptions of community around the turn of the millennium.

Communities in Contemporary 
Anglophone Caribbean 

Short Stories
Lucy Evans

Postcolonialism Across the Disciplines, 16
240pp. 234 x 156 mm

HB ISBN: 9781781381182 • £70.00
November 2014



 

 Social Invisibility and Diasporas in 
Anglophone Literature and Culture 

 The Fractal Gaze 
 

Françoise Kral 
  

 

Hardcover 9781137401380 £55.00 / $90.00 
 
 
 

  
 

 

Social Invisibility and Diasporas in Anglophone Literature and Culture  theorizes the differential visibility of 
diasporic communities and the way their in/visibility has evolved at the turn of the 21st century, partly as a 
consequence of the development of new media. Its transdisciplinary focus combines social sciences and in 
particular sociology with media studies and examines a large spectrum of issues related to in/visibility 
through the prism of a corpus of contemporary cultural productions, which include films by major film 
directors (Mira Nair, Gurinder Chadha), visual artists (Sonia Boyce, Mona Hatoum, Keith Piper) and 
novelists (Amitav Ghosh, V.S. Naipaul, Caryl Phillips, Salman Rushdie and Sam Selvon) as well as emerging 
voices (Hari Kunzru, Kiran Desai). The book maps the trajectory of diasporas in and out of social visibility 
and focuses more specifically on the less visible migrants, whose voices  are often unheard or silenced. This 
paradoxical invisibility in our days of hypervisibility is interpreted by the author as an epiphenomenon of 
the increasingly differential visibility which is brought about in a world where the media have become 
ubiquitous and where visibility has become fractal. 
 
Françoise Kral is Professor of English and Postcolonial Studies at the Université de Caen Basse-Normandie, 
France. Her publications include Critical Identities in Contemporary Anglophone Diasporic Literature (2009), 
Re-presenting Otherness: Mapping the Colonial 'Self'/Mapping the Indigenous 'Other' in the Literatures of 
Australia and New Zealand (ed, 2004) and Architecture and Philosophy: New Perspectives on the Work of 
Arakawa and Gins (co-edited with Jean-Jacques Lecercle, 2011). 
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Contemporary Approaches in Literary Trauma Theory. Ed. by 
Michelle Balaev. Palgrave Macmillan, 2014. 

 
 
1. Literary Trauma Theory Reconsidered; Michelle Balaev  
2. Parsing the Unspeakable in the Context of Trauma; Barry Stampfl  
3. Secondary Thinking and Trauma: Dostoyevsky's Notes from Underground; Herman 
Rapaport  
4. Colonial Trauma, Utopian Carnality, Modernist Form: Toni Morrison's Beloved and 
Arundhati Roy's The God of Small Things; Greg Forter  
5. Trauma and Power in Postcolonial Literary Studies; Irene Visser  
6. Voices of Survivors in Contemporary Fiction; Laurie Vickroy  
7. Memory and Commemoration in the Digital Present; Paul Arthur  
  
 
Contemporary Approaches in Literary Trauma Theory showcases some of the leading 
scholars in literary criticism who take trauma studies in a new direction by broadening 
the theoretical foundations and future directions of the field through innovative analyses 
of trauma in literature and culture. Trauma causes a disruption, but the values attached to 
this experience are influenced by a variety of individual and cultural factors that change 
over time. Trauma may at times forever silence one, yet trauma can equally at times 
reorient consciousness in an adaptive fashion that eschews pathology. This collection of 
essays argues that trauma in literature must be read through a theoretical pluralism that 
allows for an understanding of trauma's variable representations that include yet move 
beyond the concept of trauma as pathological and unspeakable" 
!
!



  

Giessen University’s International Graduate Centre for the Study of Culture (GCSC), co-
funded by the German federal government’s Excellence Initiative, offers a three-year, 
structured PhD-programme in the study of culture. With its excellent research environment, a 
doctoral programme which is tailored to the needs of PhD students and the intensive 
personal support it provides, the Graduate Centre offers doctoral researchers optimum 
conditions for their PhD-projects and custom-made preparation for the time thereafter, both 
with regard to academic and non-academic careers. 
 
The GCSC invites applications for one of the  
 

up to 13 PhD scholarships 
 

available, which are funded by the Excellence Initiative as well as Justus Liebig University 
Giessen. 
 
The PhD scholarship period starts on October 1, 2015 and includes a monthly stipend of 
approximately €1,468 (plus family allowances when applicable). Scholarships are offered for 
one year with the possibility of two extensions, each of one year. The GCSC supports young 
researchers with families: appointees with children under the age of twelve are eligible for 
renewals of up to four years.  

Acceptance of a scholarship requires participation in the study programme and wide-ranging 
events offered by the GCSC, as well as active involvement in at least one GCSC graduate 
research group. PhD scholarship holders must register as PhD students at the Justus Liebig 
University. There are no tuition fees for doctoral students at the JLU, except for an enrolment 
fee of approximately €300 per semester. All scholarship holders are expected to assume 
residency in or near Giessen. 

The GCSC expects scholarship holders to: 
x Pursue a dissertation project that contributes to the GCSC’s research profile* and can 

be supervised at the Justus Liebig University, 
x Actively participate in one of the GCSC’s research areas* by initiating, coordinating 

and documenting collaborative research projects, such as conferences or 
publications, 

x Participate in the GCSC’s curriculum.  
 
The GCSC offers a research-intensive environment and comprehensive, multi-tier 
supervision at all stages of a dissertation project via, e.g., interdisciplinary research colloquia 
and professional support in preparing academic papers and conferences. The GCSC 
Teaching Centre offers systematic qualification in higher education teaching; opportunities to 
teach at the BA level are available.  
 
Eligibility: We invite applications from students who graduated with excellent marks (from 
two-year research-track master’s programmes in one of the GCSC’s academic subjects* or  
the arts/humanities, cultural studies or social sciences no longer than two years ago as well 
as from students who expect to obtain a first or upper second class honours M.A. degree (or 
the equivalent).  



The GCSC encourages applications which make a significant contribution to the study of 
culture in various historical contexts, including contemporary phenomena. An international 
research perspective, i.e., international study experience, is an advantage.  
The GCSC’s working languages are German and English, and applicants must be fluent in at 
least one of them; knowledge of both is an advantage and should be acquired during the 
scholarship period. 
 
The GCSC focuses its research within the following Research Areas*: Research Area 1: 
Cultural Memory Studies | Research Area 2: Cultural Narratologies | Research Area 3: 
Cultural Transformation and Performativity Studies | Research Area 4: Visual and Material 
Culture Studies | Research Area 5: Media and Multiliteracy Studies | Research Area 6: 
Cultural Identities | Research Area 7: Global Studies and Politics of Space | Research Area 
8: Cultures of Knowledge, Research and Education.  
 
In addition, the GCSC is currently establishing working groups organized around “emerging 
topics” that are expected to contribute to the research spectrum by establishing and 
strengthening links to neighbouring disciplines. Thus far, working group activities have 
bridged the study of culture with the fields of economics, ecology, life sciences, religion and 
law. 
 
Application procedure and deadline: 
The main selection criteria are the candidates’ academic qualifications, the academic quality 
of the research proposal and the suitability of the project for the GCSC’s research 
programme. Short-listed candidates will be invited to a 30-minute interview.  

The application deadline is February 1, 2015 (date of receipt). All applications 
(including an application form and further documents as stated on the GCSC website) 
have to be submitted online. Please find all information about the two-stage 
application procedure on our website at http://gcsc.uni-giessen.de/application.  

If you have any questions concerning your application, please contact us at gcsc-
application@uni-giessen.de. On January 14, 2015, the GCSC will host an Information Day 
at the Graduate Centre for the Study of Culture (GCSC), Justus Liebig University Giessen, 
Alter Steinbacher Weg 38, 35394 Giessen. The Information Day gives potential applicants 
the opportunity to meet the faculty and students involved in the doctoral programme. You will 
also have a chance to obtain more information on the research areas and academic 
objectives of the GCSC; the wide range of interdisciplinary courses, colloquia and 
conferences; the research support on offer; international networks and partner institutions; as 
well as publishing and additional funding opportunities available to GCSC members. To 
register for the Information Day, please visit our website (starting January 1st). 
*) See http://gcsc.uni-giessen.de and http://gcsc.uni-giessen.de/research for further information. 
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